
 

ECONorthwest | Portland | Seattle | Eugene | Boise | econw.com 1 

 

Laura Marshall, Project Associate 

M.S. Applied Economics, Water Resource Policy & Mgmt, Oregon State University (In Progress) 
B.S. Economics, International Studies, University of Oregon 

 
Laura joined ECONorthwest as a Project Associate in 2018. She specializes in natural resource 
economics and economic impact analyses. Her recent projects at ECONorthwest include 
analysis of the economic value of water, the costs of wildfire, and forestry policy. In her 
graduate studies at Oregon State University, Laura's research incorporated applied 
econometrics, water resource policy, and spatial analysis. Prior to joining ECONorthwest, Laura 
worked for a private financial services firm where she managed their trading operations 
department. With degrees in applied economics and water resource policy and management, 
Laura is versed in natural resource policy ranging in scale from the community to the national 
level. Her additional experience includes policy analysis, stakeholder interviews, benefit cost 
analysis, education policy, and resiliency planning.  

Representative Projects 

§ Value of Water in Harney County – Oregon (2018 - Ongoing). Project Associate. 
Documented the uses of water in the region and calculated the corresponding economic 
values through informational interviews and secondary data sources.  

§ Economic Impacts of a Habitat Conservation Plan – Oregon (2018 – Ongoing). Project 
Associate. Performed an inventory of timber assets, calculated the net carbon impact 
from policy changes, contacted stakeholders, and researched impacts of forest policy on 
recreation. 

§ Value of Water in the North Santiam River Basin – Oregon (2018). Project Associate. 
Documented the uses of water in the region and calculated the corresponding economic 
values through informational interviews and secondary data sources. 

§ Chetco Bar Fire Impact Analysis—Brookings, OR (2018). Intern. Conducted secondary 
analysis on the short and long-term impacts of the Chetco Bar Wildfire on Brookings 
and Curry County natural resources, tourism, businesses, and community.  

§ Benefits of Green Stormwater Infrastructure/Low Impact Development – Tucson, AZ 
(2018). Intern. Researched and documented the expected types and magnitudes of 
benefits from Green Stormwater Infrastructure/Low Impact Development in Tucson, 
Arizona and other arid environments. 

Pre-ECONorthwest Experience 

§ Collected original and secondary time-series data on all large dams in the United States. 
Performed an applied econometric analysis to identify drivers of dam removal. 
Complied and documented the findings with the associated research literature. 
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§ Drafted guidance and contributed to policy in Deschutes River Basin related to the costs 
and social impact of infrastructure projects and water marketing. Researched and 
applied for over $150,000 in grant funding.   

§ Conducted interviews and complied secondary research to assist with resiliency 
planning on the Oregon Coast for the Oregon Ocean Policy Advisory Committee. 
Presented findings to the committee.  

§ Oversaw trading operations for a $60 million private wealth management firm. Ensured 
trade settlement through relationships with broker/dealers. Established trading 
relationships in frontier market countries. As team leader, also managed personnel 
decisions and hiring for the firm. 

§ Performed an econometric analysis of University of Oregon’s Summer Academy to 
Inspire Learning program for middle-school aged children to estimate effects of the 
treatment on college readiness. Documented and presented findings to university staff.  

 

  


